
 
 
 

Meeting of the Council of the 

London Borough of Barnet 
 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

THAT HAVING RECEIVED A REQUEST FROM FIVE MEMBERS OF 

THE COUNCIL THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR HAS CALLED AN 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE LONDON 

BOROUGH OF BARNET, TO BE HELD AT HENDON TOWN HALL 

THE BURROUGHS, HENDON, NW4 4AX ON TUESDAY 4
TH

 

NOVEMBER 2014, AT 9 PM OR AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING, WHICHEVER IS THE LATER  
 
 

SUMMONS AND A G E N D A 
 

 
 
 

All Councillors are hereby summoned to attend the Council meeting for 
the transaction of the business set out. 

 
Andrew Nathan 

Head of Governance 



 

 

Agenda and Timetable 
Tuesday 4th November, 2014 

 

Item Subject Page 
Nos 

1.   The Worshipful the Mayor to read the Notice of the Meeting  
 

 

2.   Apologies for absence  
 

 

3.   Declarations of Interest  
 

 

4.   Report of the Monitoring Officer (if any)  
 

 

 Motion  
 

 

5.   Councillor Alison Moore: Annual Council 2014 - External Investigation  
 

1 - 2 

 

Andrew Nathan, Head of Governance 
Building 4, North London Business Park, Oakleigh Road South, N11 1NP   
 

FACILITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

Hendon Town Hall has access for wheelchair users including lifts and toilets.  The Council 
Chamber has an induction loop so that those who have hearing difficulties can hear the 
debate. If you wish to let us know in advance that you will be attending the meeting, 
please telephone Maria Lugangira on 020 8359 2761 (direct line).   
 
People with hearing difficulties who have a text phone, may telephone our Minicom 
number on 020 8203 8942.   

 
 

FIRE/EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURE 

If the fire alarm sounds continuously, or if you are instructed to do so, you must leave the 
building by the nearest available exit.  You will be directed to the nearest exit by uniformed 
custodians.  It is vital you follow their instructions. 
 
You should proceed calmly; do not run and do not use the lifts. 
 
Do not stop to collect personal belongings 
 
Once you are outside, please do not wait immediately next to the building, but move some 
distance away and await further instructions. 
 
Do not re-enter the building until told to do so. 

 



 
Extraordinary Council Meeting: Tuesday, 4 November 2014 
 
Motion in the name of Councillor Alison Moore 
 
Annual Council 2014 – External Investigation 
 
Council notes the damning findings of the external investigation into the shambolic 
Annual Meeting on 2 June including that: 

• There is no-one who understands local government law in depth at Barnet. 
Barnet employs no lawyers. 
 

• There are staff in key roles in the Governance structure in Barnet who are 
inexperienced in governance matters. 
 

• There was no clear protocol for clearing council reports through taking 
external legal or other specialist advice. 
 

• Barnet was moving to a very different Constitution at the Annual Council and 
needed to have given detailed consideration to the implications of moving 
back to the Committee system. It is not just a question of making 
amendments to the Constitution. 
 

• Legal Advice was requested on both the political proportionality report and the 
members’ allowances report, but was not forthcoming on either in time for  
them to be printed. No-one at Barnet queried this or noticed anything was 
wrong. 
 

• Barnet council does not have access to pro-active professional and expert 
advice at all relevant times and, 

 

• The clienting of the Harrow Barnet Public Law service has had no 
professional legal input looking at the quality of legal advice given for 18 
months. 

 
Council notes that this resulted in the complete break-down of decision-making in 
Barnet over the summer and in serious reputational damage and risk to the council. 

Council notes that the proposal to outsource the legal service was in the name of the 
Leader of the Council, that it was the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council who 
authorised the final detailed Inter Authority Agreement with Harrow for the 
outsourced legal service, and that it was the Leader of the Council who proposed 
and presided over the introduction of the new committee system. 

Council notes that Barnet still has no say in how the shared legal service with 
Harrow is managed and developed, and that this rushed outsourcing experiment has 
been a complete failure, with the service still overspending after a year and a half. 
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Council therefore calls for legal services to be brought back in house, and for the 
Monitoring Officer post to be filled by an experienced legally qualified person. 

Council also calls for a vote of no confidence in the Leader and Deputy Leader of the 
Council. 
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